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Council  Offices, 
CASTILE  DOI^IltofOH 


To  the  Min 

of  the  Casoxc  jL;oiiingT;on  nurai  uisxricG  uounciXo 


Gentlemen^ 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  49/45, 
dated  19th  March,  1945,  this  report  on  grounds  of  economy, 
is  made  as  brief  as  possible.  Wo  sxatistioal  analyses  are 
shown,  but,  as  requested  by  the  Minister,  a note  on  the 
drinking  water  supply  is  included. 

It  is  very  agreeable  in  presenting  this  report,  to 
be  able  to  state  that  in  1944  the  health  or  the  population 
residing  in  the  area  was  not  only  satisfactorily^ maintained 
but  was,  in  fact,  better  than  in  any  of  the  previous  War 


years. 


. , , , Compared  with  1943  almost  all  the, notifiable  ; . 

infectious,  diseases  showed  a marked  fall  in  incidence. 

Scarlet  fever  cases  fell  from  sixty  to  eleven  There  was,  , 
however  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  int 1943 , so  the  comparison 
is  unsatisfactory,  but  in  the  other  three  War  years  the  average 
was  twenty  six.  . * , 

» ■ 

There  were  twenty  one  fewer  cases  of  whooping  cough. 

Most  of  the  children  affected  lived  in, Castle  Donington  and 
Hemington,  ,The  epidemic  of  mehsles  which  commenced  elsewhere 
in  England  in  the  closing  weeks  of  the  year  did  not  reach  the 
district  until  1945  and  there  \?ere  only  thirteen  cases  in 
1944  as  against  fifty  seven  in  1943, 

' - i ■ 

Pneumonia  occurred  sporadically  throughout  the  ,distriot« 
Many  of  the  cases  were  atypical  in  nature  and  the  majority 
' were  mild  in  form , 

There  v/as  only  one  case  of  diphtheria.^  This  was  very 
easily  the  best  yearly  figure  during  the  period  from  1931, 
which  I have  been  your  Medical  Officer,  in  1943  there, were 
.six  cases  and  in  1942  there  were  forty  twp.  I am  not  in, 
'possession  of  the  figures  for  Leicestershire  for  the  period 
in  review,  but  the  1942  notifications, declined  in  1943  from 
459  to  144,  The  effects  of  imiaunisation  against  this 
•deagerous  disease  are  now  becoming  apparent..  On  the 
31st  December,  84.3^  of  the  children  living  in  the  rural  area 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  had  been  fully  immunised. 
,Tl:].is  was  very  satisfactory,  but  unfortunately  qnly  35*3%  of 
'the  children  under  five  had  been  protected  and  it, is  in  these 
pre-school  age  children  that  the  disease  is  especially  serious. 

In  August  and  September  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Sonne 
dysentery  All  the  cases  were  non  civilians  7dth,the 
exceptipn  of  a clerkess  v/orking  in  a Military  office.  Oi  the 
forty  eight  cases  only  six  v^ere  men. 

The  water  obtained  by  the  Council  was  satisfactory  in 
quality.  It  was  sufficient  in  quantity,  but  complaints  were 
received  on  account  of  intermittent  pressure.  At  times 
consumers  in  Castle  Donington  found  that  the  pressure  was  not 
strong  enough  to  supply  bathrooms  and  lavatories. 


- 2 


The  water  for  the  district  is  purchased  frcru  the 
Leicester  ^Corporation  and  the  Long  Eaton  Urbar.i.  District  Council, 
A ^supply  is  obtained  from  the  Loughborough  Corporation  for  two 
villages  and  in  this  case  the  Council  act  as  guarantors^ 

The  supplies  are  as  follows:-  ;• 


Kegworth 
Disc worth 


! 


Castle  Donington  ’ 
Hemington  ^ 

Locking ton 
Bre  e don-  on-  the  - 
Hill 

Wilson 
Tonge  • 


Le i ce  s ter  C or p or at i oh  water 
(Derv;ent) 


Mixture  of  Leicasto??  Corporation 
and  Long  Eaten  L'\r,C.  water  • 


Belton 

Long  lhatton 


I ••LoughboroU^  Corporation 


The  water  supplied  by  the  Leicester  Corporation  and  the 
Lou^bprou^  Corporation  is  soft,  while  the  water  from,  the  . 
L9ng;Eaton^.D.C»  is  hard.  To  obtain  a,  softer  mixture  for  the 
six  villages 'above;  grouped  Leicester  Corporation  and  Long 
Eaton  waters  are  mixed  At  present  this  mixed  water  is  too 
hard.  ' ;• 

A considerable,  9,uantity  of  .water  was  used  by  •Military  • 
personnel  and  when  this  is  no  longer  necessary  the  pressure 
may  be  raised  and  the  hardness  relieved. 

' * 

The  Leicester  Corporation  water  is  liable  to  have  a 
plumbo- solvent  action  and  to  counteract  this,  tin- lined  or 
copper  pipes  must  be  installed. 

( ■ * » * . 

The  proportion  of' dwelling-louses  in  the  district 
supplied  direct  from  works  is  79*8^  and  the  proportion  of 
population  is  80%.  • 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant , 

' T‘.  ‘M.  .MONTFORU:^^  V 
■ Medical' Officer  of  Health. 


